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Meetings: 
4th Monday of the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass,Humble, TX  

6:30 Social,  7:00 Dinner 

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.”  Pope Francis

St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdatlene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

Volume 5, Issue 9

March 2019ALWAYS 

FORWARD

VOCATION PRAYER CONTEST 

Adoration By Candlelight 
In lieu of  our March 25 meeting we are fortunate to attend  
Adoration by Candlelight at St. Mary’s Seminary with Father Richard.    

Did you sign up to attend?  Do you 
want to ride on the bus?   We need a 
count for both the bus and attendance 
at the event.  Contact, Kay Nelson, 
kay.nelson58@me.com 

Can you help our club with this project?  There are many areas to 
help.  See page 5 for details and email either Jim Stevens, 
jim.r.stevens.jr@gmail.com. or Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com

Remember!   No meeting at 
Italiano’s on the 25th of 
March.  We are going to 
Adoration by Candlelight 
instead

mailto:jim.r.stevens.jr@gmail.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
mailto:kay.nelson58@me.com
mailto:jim.r.stevens.jr@gmail.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
mailto:kay.nelson58@me.com
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Message from Our President 

A Message from the President 

Have you ever begun a day where you couldn’t imagine how you would get 
everything done?  And by the end, as you relaxed in bed, you realized that 
all the important stuff got handled?   Did you see the hand of God in it? 
Miracles in the ordinary are treasures; little gifts from God to remind us of 
his presence with us every day.  It can be easy to miss them in the busyness 
of our lives.  It is vital to walk with God to make quiet time for Him: time to 
notice his providence, to ask for his help, to share the ordinary, to thank 
him for the extraordinary, and to listen. 

Christina Girau’s wonderful talk at our February meeting was a testament to the success 
of doing just this.  Her love and joy in the Lord and her calling was a gift to us.  I’m sure 
she’d tell you that God works as patiently and tenaciously in our lives as he is in hers.  I will 
certainly use her as an inspiration in my life as I pray for God’s continued direction and 
protection in hers, and I hope you join me. 

God calls us all to him; we each have a vocation that can seem miraculous in how it 
furthers God’s plans.  Do you see your life as a miraculous vocation? I am reading the book 
Urgings of  the Heart by Wilkie Au and Noreen Cannon.  It contains many thought provoking 
ideas but will end with this one, “It is important to claim our vocation to holiness and to view 
our lives as a process in which God is transforming us in ‘ordinary’ ways.” 

Be PERFECT-ly ordinary.  Be God’s MIRACLE to those around you. 

Melia
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MONTHLY  MEETING 

If  you missed Monday’s meeting, and did not have the good fortune to hear our guest speaker, 
Pre-Postulant Christina Girau, you really missed out hearing this fantastic young lady tell her 
wonderful story. 

Christina, daughter of  Serran member, Rita Girau, shared her experiences as she discerned to 
become a religious.  Present at our meeting on Monday, Father Italo, who previously, was the 
first to ask, “Christina, have you thought about religious life?”  Christina is ever grateful to 
Father for asking this question.  She asked him, “Father, how do you know if  you are called?”   
He answered, “Which do you like more, chocolate or vanilla?”  That strange quizzical 
question, stirred something in Christina.   
She was a senior in college at this time, studying to be a nurse.  While at nursing school, she 

met two sisters who befriended her 
and asked  that same question, “Have you ever thought 
of  joining a religious community?”  
Christina began to discern what the Lord wants her to 
do.  Christina is one who studies and researches, and so, 
surfed the internet looking at several religious 
communities.  To this day she is still receiving 
information and requests from several of  these 
communities.   
She decided to set some goals.  IF, she entered a 
religious community, what would she need to meet her 
needs?  She was looking for a place where she could be 

more fully herself, a place where she would still be able to communicate with her family, a community with 
devotion to the Sacred Heart, and a community that shared with each other, whose charity to others was 
paramount.   Her searching led her to the Apostles of  the Sacred Heart of  Jesus.  And, after much prayer, applied to 
join their community.   
Much to her dismay, the sisters discerned her entrance to the community and told her, yes, they did want her, but 
God was telling them to wait!  All were somewhat confused at first, but yes, the good Lord had a plan for 
Christina.  She was needed at home.  Her sister, Lil’ Rita, who is legally blind had a serious bout with cancer.  
Christina was with her through the surgery and was a huge comfort as she recovered.  She is now again on the 
path to join the community.  She knows to trust Him completely.   
Christina continued sharing information about the Apostles of  the Sacred Heart of  Jesus.  “Love of  Christ Impels 
Us”  The order was founded by Blessed Mother Clelia Merloni in 1894. 

 

We are Apostles of  the Sacred Heart of  Jesus, consecrated women of  
the church. Impelled by the Spirit active in each of  us and faithful to 
the charism of  Clelia Merloni, we seek to make the compassionate 
Heart of  Christ better known, loved, and served. We do this by 
personal and communal witness to the Gospel, commitment to 
growth in holiness, and ministry to the people of  God. 

Christina shares a 
prayer said daily
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MONTHLY  MEETING 
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship 
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N E W S W O R T H Y

1. Volunteers for a judging committee —  3 to 5 people.  Students must submit entries by 
March 8, right before Spring Break.  Judging will take place after submissions — This will 
be during the Spring Break period, so we need people who will be available.  Someone on 
the judging committee may have to take charge to see that the committee meets and 
generates results. (Mary Lou Purello will take on this task, as the Stevens enjoy a trip to the 
Holy Land) 

2. Volunteers to verify the spelling of  each student’s name for printing on a certificate.  (We 
can expect some school assistance on this.) 

3. Volunteers to help with the formatting and printing of  certificates. We may have to divide 
this task up between several people if  we get a lot of  entries.  The club will provide the 
template(s) and paper for printing. 

4. Volunteers to collate the printed certificates by grade and classroom and b) organize/
associate the printed certificates with any additional recognition we might be able to 
provide.  Ideally we would like to place the certificates in certificate holders and provide 
each student with an additional token of  our appreciation such as a religious medal or 
cross. What we might be able to provide in the way of  additional recognition depends on 
how many students participate and our budget for the event.  The Student Prayer Contest 
Recognition is scheduled for March 27, after the school Mass, so this work needs to be done 
before that date.  

5. Volunteers to provide help, if  required, at the School Assembly, possibly March 27.  If  our 
help is not required we can just be there to show our appreciation to the students. 

VOCATION PRAYER CONTEST NEEDS 
Can you help?   Contact Jim or Jennifer Stevens   jim.r.stevens.jr@gmail.com.  At some point, we 

hope to add St. Mary Magdalene Catholic School and also our Homeschooling students.   
Please NOTE:  Jim and Jennifer are visiting the Holy Land…If  you can help, please 

contact Mary Lou Purello, marylou0038@icloud.com

mailto:jim.r.stevens.jr@gmail.com
mailto:jim.r.stevens.jr@gmail.com
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N E W S W O R T H Y

Thank you Sheila Yepsen, John and Pat Bush for your dedication in leading the Serra 
Adoration and Benediction Program.   

From Sheila:   
Your Serra Benediction Team thanks you! 
Pat and John Bush and Sheila Yepsen would like to thank all 
of  you for being willing to “step up to the microphone”! 
Especially: Melia and Doug Reed, Sandie Taylor, Karen Ehlig 
Joy Ehrman and Peggy Angelino. 
May God Reward You!

31 CLUB 
Will you agree to pray the rosary  for Vocations one 
day of  the month?   Want to join this special club?  
Contact Kathy Ward, ksw326@aol.com. Kathy sends 
reminders to those of  us who agreed to pray the 
rosary and attend Mass for Vocations one day during 
the month.  She not only sends a reminder, but adds 
a beautiful prayer to guide you on your special day.

Beautiful prayers from The 
Apostles of the Sacred Heart

mailto:ksw326@aol.com
mailto:ksw326@aol.com
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Mar. 21 St. Leo 8:00 a.m. 2131-Lauder Rd

Apr. 18 St. Martha 8:30 a.m. 4301 Woodridge Pkwy

May 16 St. Philip 8:30 a.m. 2308 3rd St. Huffman

June 20 St. Mary Magdalene 8:30 a.m. 527 S. Houston, Humble

July 18 St. John of the Cross 8:30 a.m. 20000-Loop 494, New Caney

Aug. 15 St. Leo 8:00 a.m. 2131-Lauder Rd

D A T E S  -  L O O K I N G  A H E A D

Traveling Mass dates/times.  Note St. Leo is at 8:00 a.m.

Scheduled Dates/Times.  Please note there may be last minute changes

Meeting Dates:  4th Monday at 6:30 Social, 7:00 business
*Two Exceptions: March and May

*Mar. 25 - Adoration by Candlelight at St. Mary’s Seminary

Apr. 22

*May 26 - Installation of Officers - St. Mary’s Seminary

June 24

July 22

August 26

Adoration Dates/times, all at St. Martha - 
2nd Tuesday after the 7:00 p.m. Mass  and 2nd Friday, after the 8:30 Mass

Fridays after 7:00 p.m. Mass Tuesdays after the 8:30 Mass

Mar. 8 Mar. 12

Apr. 12 Apr. 9

May 10 May 14

June 14 June 11

July 12 July 9

Aug. 9 Aug. 13
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For more information about the Serra Club Northeast of  Houston, please contact, President, Melia Reed, 
meliareed5303@gmail.com.   
To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra information, please contact Newsletter Editor,      
Mary Lou Purello, marylou0038@icloud.com. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 

After 8:30 a.m. daily Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary Magdalene 
in Humble, and also at St. Philip the Apostle in Huffman, after the 8:30 Mass each Friday. 
Wed., March 6, Ash Wednesday 
Friday, Mar. 8 Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Martha 
Tues. Mar. 12 Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 7:00 p.m. Mass at St. Martha 
Thurs. Mar. 21, , Mass at St. 8:00 a.m., St. Leo, 2131 Lauder Rd. 
Sat. March 23, Priest vs Seminarians, Basketball Game, Strake Jesuit, 11:00 a.m. 
Monday,  Mar. 25,  Adoration by Candlelight. St. Mary’s SeminarySerra Outreach Traveling  Mass 

2019 dates 

Mar. 19, Sr. Josephine, Discalced Carmelite 
Monestary 
Mar. 23, 2013, Sr. Jane Michael, Jesus the Savior 
Convent, 

March Anniversaries of 
Ordination 10 - Deacon John Schuster 

13 - Fr. Andrew Toyinbo, M.S.P., St. Mary 
Magdalene 
19 - Frater Lazarus 
19- Danny Miller 
26 - Kathy Ward 
31 - Mary Lou Purello

March Birthdays

Mark Your Calendars

Keep our fellow Serrans in 
your prayers as they travel 
to the Holy Land 

Jim and Jennifer Stevens 

Bob and Arlane Sponaugle

mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
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Serran Prayer for Vocations 
O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the 
saints, an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for 
souls through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, 
God forever and ever.  

Amen.

Serrans Called to Holiness

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily.   Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

As Serrans, we have responsibilities that include our own Call to Holiness.  This writing, The Priest is 
Not His Own, by Bishop Fulton Sheen is one of  our requirements. Since Christ was Sacerdos-Victima, priests must also be 
victims		 	 	 	 	 	 	 Excerpts 13 -  17.

13: Judas and the First Crack in the Priesthood 
The fall of  Judas was not due to avarice but rather lack of  faith and trust in the Lord (John 6:71-2). 
The first rupture in the soul of  Judas was when Our Lord said He would give man His Body and His Blood for 
food. The total collapse came the night of  the Last Supper, when Our Blessed 
Lord fulfilled that promise. Here is unmistakable evidence that fidelity and 
holiness, on the one hand, and betrayal and disloyalty, on the other, are linked 
to the Eucharist, the Bread of  Life. The first crack in the priesthood comes in 
our attitude toward the Eucharist: the holiness with which we offer Mass, the 
sensitiveness of  our devotion to the Blessed Sacrament (217). 
The lesson is clear. We are Eucharistic priests. Watch a priest say Mass and you can tell 
how he treats souls in a confessional, how he ministers to the sick and poor, whether or not 

he is interested in making converts, whether he is 
more concerned about pleasing the Lord Bishop 
than the Lord God, how effective he is in instilling patience and resignation in those who 
suffer, whether he is an administrator or a shepherd, whether he loves the rich, or the rich and 
the poor, and whether he gives only money-sermons, or Christwords. The moral rot of  the 
priesthood starts with a want of lively faith in the Divine Presence, and the sanctity of  
the priesthood starts there too (229).
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14: Why Make a Holy Hour? 
What concrete recommendations may be given to the priest to make him worthy of  the supernal vocation to 
which he is called? One immediate and essential answer is the Holy Hour. But why make a Holy Hour? 

1. Because it is time spent in the Presence of  Our Lord Himself. If  faith is alive, no further reason is 
needed. 

2. Because in our busy life it takes considerable time to shake off  the “noonday devils,” the worldly cares 
that cling to our souls like dust. Like the road to Emmaus experience. 

3. Because Our Lord asked for it (Mt 26:40). It is our Simon-nature that needs the hour. 
4. Because as St. Thomas tells us, the priest’s power over the corpus mysticum follows from his power over 

the corpus physicum of  Christ. All power flows from the altar, the tabernacle. 
5. Because the Holy Hour keeps a balance between the spiritual and the practical. The Holy Hour unites 

the contemplative to the active life of  the priest. 
6. Because revelations made by the Sacred Heart to saintly souls indicate that still unexplored depths of  

that Heart are reserved for priests. 
7. Because the Holy Hour will make us practice what we preach. 
8. Because the Holy Hour makes us obedient instruments of  the Divinity. The effectiveness of  priests has 

little or nothing to do with their natural endowments. 
9. Because the Holy Hour helps us make reparation both for the sins of  the world and for our own. 
10. Because it will restore our lost spiritual vitality. 
11. Because the Holy Hour is the “hour of  truth.” We see ourselves as the Judge sees us and our sins are 

placed before our eyes as a re-crucifying of  Our Lord. 
12. Because it reduces our liability to temptation and weakness. 
13. Because the Holy Hour is a personal prayer. The Mass and the Breviary are official prayers. They 

belong to the Mystical Body of  Christ. They do not belong to us personally. The priest who limits 
himself  strictly to his official obligation and adoration is like the union man who downs tools the 
moment the whistle blows. Love begins when duty finishes (236). 

14. Because meditation keeps us from seeking an external escape from our worries and miseries. 
15. Finally, because the Holy Hour is necessary for the Church. Judgment begins with the Church – with us. 

We must keep our priesthood holy for the sake of  the world.

15: How to Make a Holy Hour 
Ideally before Mass. Every single day. Coffee if  needed. Focus on meditation & prayer of  the heart (20 
min of  breviary max). It must become not merely a habit, but part of  a priest’s nature. 
“The best book for meditation is the Bible. But since many of  its depths need to be explained, a good spiritual commentary 
is valuable… Read the Scriptures or any solid spiritual commentary book, until a thought strikes you. Then close the book, 
and talk to Our Lord about it. But do not do all the talking. Listen also… We learn to speak through listening, and we 
grow in love of  God through listening” (244). 
Allow no difficulty in making the hour to be an excuse for giving it up. When making it is a pleasure, 
we can think of  ourselves as priests; when it is an effort, we can remember that we are also victims 
(245). 
The body should always take the position that seems best for exciting the soul’s internal devotion. 
It is best to kneel during the Holy Hour, for it indicates humility, follows the example of  Our Lord in 
the garden, makes atonement for our failings and is a polite gesture before the King of  Kings (247).
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16: The Eucharist and the Body of  the Priest 
One effect of  devotion to the Blessed Sacrament is a more lofty concept of  the body. 
Since the great High Priest emphasized His Body as the source of  sanctification for souls, then must not the priest, who 
touches that Body of  Christ in the Eucharist, see his own body incorporated in that same Eucharistic Lord? (258) 
This respect for the body will manifest itself  in 2 ways: 

1. The purity of  body – the purity of  the priest is spiritual before it is physical, a reflection of  faith, a 
reverence for the mystery. “Asceticism is the fence around the garden of  virginity” (260). “Purity is 
such a reverence for the mystery of  creativeness that it will suffer no schism between the use of  the 
power to beget and its divinely ordained purpose” (263). 

2. The spirit of  sacrifice – Expressing our priestly lies in sacrifice prevents piety from becoming 
emotional. Nothing gives so much power to the words of  the priest in the pulpit, the classroom or 
the home as his self-denials (267). The priest is not his own. 

The body of  the priest is the temple wall, his senses its gate, his mind the nave, his heart the altar-priest and his soul the holy 
of  holies (259). 

17: The Priest and His Mother 
Every priest has two mothers: one in the flesh, the other in the spirit. As Mary “mothered” all men at the 
Cross, so the priest “fathers” them.  In the Passion, Mary teaches compassion to the priest. Every woe, 
every wound in the world is ours as a priest. 
No priest is his own. He belongs to the Mother of  Jesus, once and always the Priest-Victim (278).


